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bad. Inform me whether you can take urgent measures, because we have
no other source of supplies except you.5' That same day he sent Stalin
the following wire; "Send fish3 meat, vegetables, in fact all the provisions
you can, and as much as you can/5* After this, scores of trainloads of
provisions, procured by Stalin, made their way to the North, to Moscow,
Petxograd, Ivanovo-Voznesensk and other industrial districts.

Lenin watched the situation m Tsaritsyn with the utmost intensity,
The capture of this town by the Whiteguards would have cut off the Republic
from its last grain resources and from the oil of Baku. The counter-revolu-
tionaries in the Don Region would have been able to unite with the Czecho-
slovaks and advance in a united front against Moscow. In addition to
organizing the supply of food for the starving capitals, Stalin set to work
to organize the defence of Tsaritsyn. On August 31, 1918, he sent Lenin
the following letter:

"Dear Comrade Lenin:

"A fight is raging for the South and the Caspian. To be able to hold
this entire region (and wtcan hold it I) we must have several light torpedo
boats and a couple of submarines. I beg of you to break down all obstacles
and help us by expediting the immediate receipt of same. Baku, Turkestan
and North Caucasus are ours (absolutely !) if our request is satisfied without
delay. Our affairs at the front are going well, I have no doubt that they
will improve (the Cossacks are becoming utterly demoralized). I grip the
hand of my dear and beloved Ilyich.

"Yours, Stalin."**

On receipt of this letter Lenin struck out the last lines referring to him-
self, changed the address, put Ms signature at the bottom of the letter and
immediately sent it to the competent authorities as his own order to despatch
the torpedo boats and submarines for the defence of Tsaritsyn. Inspired,
organized and led by Stalin, the workers and peasants hdd Red Tsaritsyn,
wMch now deservedly bears the name of Stalingrad.

At the time he received Stalin*s letter Lenin was lying severely wounded.
The imperialists and the exploiting classes deposed by the revolution vented
all their malice and hatred against Lenin. The counter-revolutionaries had
hatched a far-flung plot, the main object of which was to assassinate Mm,
The terrorists constantly shadowed and lay in wait for him. On August 30,
1918, he addressed a meeting of workers in the Basmanny District of Moscow,
and then went to the Zamoskvoretsky District to speak at the Michelson (now
Vladimir Ilyich) Works. On leading the meeting and walking to his car.
Fanny Kaplan^ a Socialist-Revolutionary terrorist, shot him, using notched
and poisoned bullets. Two of these Mt Lenin. As subsequently transpired
at the trials of the Right Trotskyite gang of enemies of the people, Trotsky,
Bukharin and their hangers-on took part in this villainous attempt on Lenirf s
life. For several days Lenin's condition was e&iTemely grave. Bulletins
were published in the press every day. The workers and peasants of Soviet
Russia and the working people all over the world watched the course of their
leader's illness with the greatest anxiety. Resolutions, came pouring in
from the fields, factories* workshops, and mines, and from the soldiers at
the front and in the rear demanding that stern retribution be meted out to
the terrorists, the counter-revolutionaries and the bourgeoisie. "'Retaliate
* Lenin Miscellany, Russ. ed., VoL XVffl, pp. 193, 196,

** Bokhemk, 1938, No. 2, p. 70,